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120 PARKING SPOTS FOR 120 FAITHFUL YEARS

Have you noticed? Connection starts in the parking
lot. While the inside of our building is full of warm and
hospitable hearts, we need the outside of our building
to reflect true connection as well. It's past time to
resurface our lot and renovate our hardscape to
enhance our first impression, improve safety for

our guests, and make the most of the very visible
corner God has given us. So for our 120th church
anniversary, we're asking you to help us make a way
for 120 newly renovated parking spots. Our goal is to
raise $200,000 by September. Will you help us reach
the summit of this goal? We invite you to consider
giving $2000 to fund one space or any amount that
you are able, as an extra gift to God's work through
Connection. You can give by mailing a check,
donating at church, or giving online at
odessaconnection.church/give; just mark it “parking
lot”. We are especially excited to see what God will
do through us while our pastors are away on
sabbatical. We hope to surprise them with wonderful
news when they return at summer’s end!

OUR PASTORS’ SUMMER SABBATICAL

After every six years of full-time service, our church
gifts our pastors with a three-month sabbatical. Pastor
Dawn is on sabbatical through August 25 and Pastor
Joe will be on sabbatical through September 8.
Meanwhile, our leaders will continue our ministry
unabated this summer. And you'll hear from some
wonderful guest preachers as spelled out on page 2.
Rev. Mary Beth Anton will be our first preacher on
June 14 and will be our interim pastoral care minister
in partnership with our Elders. Our preachers will
share mountains texts all summer, including a series
on the Sermon on the Mount. Come get refreshed
with these speakers of Words from the Mountain!

Upcoming Dates

e June 6:
Worship Arts Day Camp
“Hope Mountain” 9am-3pm

e June 9:
Volunteer at food bank
6-8pm

e June 16,17,18 & 23, 24, 25:
Art to Go for Kids
1:30-2:30pm

e June 21-26
Youth Mission Trip

e July 13-17:
Passport Youth Camp

e July 14, 15, 16 & 21, 22, 23:
Art to Go for Kids
1:30-2:30pm

o July 14:
Volunteer at the food bank
6-8pm

e July 19-22:
Passport Kid's Camp

e July 22:
Youth Balmoreah
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Contact us
432.332.2954
office@odessaconnection.church
Find us online at:
http://odessaconnection.church
Facebook & Instagram:
@OdessaConnect
Office Hours M-Th 10am-3pm
Ministers:

Dr. Dawn Weaks
Dr. Joe Weaks




ART TO GO AT CONNECTION

On Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays (June 16,17,18 and 23, 24, 25
and July 14, 15, 16 and 21, 22, 23) from
1:30-2:30pm our church is partnering
with the Ellen Noel Art Museum to offer
free art experiences in the Connection
Fellowship Hall. All kids ages 3-17 are
welcome! Parents may drop off or attend.

ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITY

On July 12 at 10am, we'll have a
combined adult Sunday school
opportunity in the Fellowship Hall to host
Rev. Molly Carlson. Rev. Molly is a
regional minister for the United Church of
Christ, which is the denominational
partner to our own Disciples of Christ.
2026 marks thirty years of that
partnership. She is going to teach us
about that partnership and explain how
we can live into that more fully. To really
impress her, you can read up ahead of
time here! https://www.ucc.org/global-
ministries-marks-30-year-
milestone-unique-ecumenical-
partnership-sees-collaboration-as-a-
spiritual-necessity/

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

We are collecting school supplies for
Communities in Schools, which works

in all schools to help at-risk kids have
what they need to thrive. From July

19 through August 2, please bring NEW
items to share with our community’s kids!
Needed: crayons, 2-in. binders,
highlighters, composition books, plastic
folders with brads & pockets, pens,
pencils, dividers (5 and 8 subject),
markers, clear or mesh backpacks, map
pencils, scissors for older students, spiral
notebooks (3 and 5 subject), tissues, stick
glue, bottle glue, and say a prayer for all
our kids, teachers, and school staff as you
give. Thank you!

SUMMER SABBATICAL PREACHERS
June 14: Rev. Mary Beth Anton is an
ordained elder in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and has more than 30 years of
experience in pastoral ministry, a school
chaplain for 11 years and most recently she
worked with the Women in Ministry
Initiative at Princeton Theological
Seminary. She is our interim pastoral care
this summer.

June 21: Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady is the
president of Brite Divinity School, our
Disciples of Christ seminary at Texas
Christian University. He is an ordained
elder in the United Methodist Church, with
a Ph.D. from Princeton Theological
Seminary.

June 28: Rev. Dr. Bobby Hawley is VP of
the Christian Church Foundation, our
Disciples of Christ ministry that helps
churches and individuals invest for ministry.
July 5: Leslie Gillian is a dedicated school
counselor at Permian High School, a
Children’s Worship and Wonder trainer for
Disciples Home Missions, and the
children’s elder for our church. She will
lead our whole congregation in
experiencing the gospel story.

July 12: Rev. Molly Carlson was ordained in
a Disciples of Christ church and is the
Interim Conference Minister for the South
Central Conference- including Texas!

July 19: Kelby Davis is the director of
community development for the Permian
Basin Habitat for Humanity. Kelby received
her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
UTPB.

July 26: The Rev. F. Douglas Powe Jr., PhD
is President of Phillips Theological
Seminary in Tulsa, Okla., where Pastor
Dawn serves on the board. An ordained
elder in The United Methodist Church, Dr.
Powe is a respected scholar, teacher, and
author.

Upcoming:

August 2: Rev. Dr. Andy Mangum

August 9: Rev. Mary Beth Anton

August 16: Katy McFall

August 23: Rev. Courtney Richards
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